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In the following Sermon (which wor delivered og and crowned 
Audience) the Author is ſenfible that many ImperfeHions might paſs the Ear. 
of Partiality unbeeded, which will require to be viewed with much Indulgence 


by the Eye of C, 
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queſt highly flattering ; and whe many Virtues dre a Tribute or 
Worth aid Inportance. 
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\  Partizpprans, c. Iv. v. 8. 


| FINALLY, BRETHREN, WHATSOEVER 4 THINGS ARE TRUE, WHATSOE- 
VER PHINGS ARE HONEST; WHATSOEVER'THINGS ARE JUST, WHAT- 
SOEVER THINGS ARE PURE, WHATSOEVER THINGS. ARE LOVELY, , 
WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF GOOD REPORT : IF THERE BE ANY 
vin AND IF THERE BE ANY PRAISE, THINK OF ' THESE THINGS. 
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eli Ster as the means-of rs the! 
favour of our Nedeemer and Judge, that this fingle patiage ent 1 
improperly be called AN EriToys ar THE GOSPEL. 1 
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8 I ſeparately to expatiate on every virtue recommended to our 
8 conſideration 
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ten, I ſhould ide ge in too ſpacious a field. But this is 


not my intention. And, in ſome Repos I hope it is unneceſſary: 
ſince moſt of the chriſtian Grages which, the Apoſtle here diſplays in 
one point of view, have, during my Miniſtry among you, been occa- 


ſionally topics of diſcourſe. This is intended (and I pray Gop my 
intentions be not fruſtrated !)---this, the laſt, perhaps, I ſhall ever ad- 


dreſs to you, is meant to impreſs more forcibly upon your minds, 
ſome of thoſe leading duties and principles of Chriſtanity which 


have, at different times, been inculcated and explained, —*Wherefor: 
| Theſeech you to hear me patiently.” | 


ReſpeRting the Duties of Chriſtianity, various and i e as 
they are, they may ©briefly. be comprehended in this ſaying-—Thou Halt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” Like the Sun, from whence leſſer Planets 
derive their light, Cnakrry irradiates every other virtue. In its 
_ ſublirneſt ſignification, it implies a pious veneration for the Sraxiix 
Bx: in its general ſenſe-—-a lively compaſſion for our diſtreſſed 
fellow creatures.---As the ſureſt proof of our poſſeſſing the fff of | 
theſe affections is demonſtrable from the latter,-—to the intereſts of 
Humanity permit me, at preſent, to direct your attention. 


There are Inſtitutions eſtabliſhed in this very populous Neighbourhood 
„„ TW which 


( 7 * 
which it is the duty, as well as the intereſt, of the Neighbouthood to 
ſupport. I mean the Inſtitutions called Sunday SCHOOLS, and FRMALE 
$octeT1Es. Theſe are things honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of n 


report: therefore, as you reverence*Virtue,” or would merit Praiſe, 
you will think of theſe things.” The Sunday Schools are faded 
ſupported in a manner that reflects honour on humanity, ſo far as 

relates to pecuniary aid and contribution : but there are other things 

eſſential for their Proſperity, which it is equally incumbent on you 
not to leave undone.” I need not fay that I am addrefling thoſe 
among you who are, or may be Viſitors of the reſpective Schools; nor 
will you receive my addreſs unkindly.---Much, very much, depends 
upon your diligence and attention. If you are careful *to mark what 
is done amiſs;” to encourage and reward the moſt deſerving, the In- 
ſtitution will proſper: but if your foſtering care be with-held from it, 
lle a delicate Flower expoſed to a chilling Clime, it will languiſh and 

expire.—If you relax in zeal (notwithſtanding a diligent diſcharge of 

the Teachers' duty) the aſſiduity of the children will certainly de- 
creaſe. It is a noble, nay, it is a heavenly Cauſe in which you are en- 
gaged, and therefore it may be preſumed, from what you have already 
done, that inconveniences will be lightly regarded. If the taſk allot- 
ted you prove a labour, remember it is © a LABouR or Lovs; and 
| | fuch 


( 8 ) 
ſuch as will obtain the Bleſſing of your heavenly, Father, You will 
appear amiable to Him in a double capacity, and, in a double capacity 


will fulfil, his command: the charitable Donations which have been 

' receiyedat your hands · vill be reſtored ſeven fold into your boſomsat | 
the reſurrection of the juſt; and your generous viſits to promote the 
eternal welfare of thoſe your REDEEMER condeſcends to call his 
*brethren,” are well pleaſing in his ſight. ©: If you give them but a cup 
of cold water as his diſciples, it ſhall in no wiſe loſe its reward: how 
much more then, when you give them the Cr aw: B8kAD or 
Lies ! When you nouriſh their ſouls with *14vinc© WATER,” and 
beſtow on them your alms, your inſtruction and your time!--Theſe 
favours Cug1sT will eſteem as conferred upon Himſelf: for, ſays he, 
1 inaſmuch as ye have done them to the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye 
"Wo done them unto me. Though they, perhaps, may not have it 
in their power to requite you; to return your kindneſs, and reward 
your labours yet He will not forget them: He will comfort you 
when you lie ſick upon your bed. and will make all your bed in ſick - 
neſß. In, the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, he will cauſe 
the bleſſing of him that Was ready; 10 periſh. bo oom ven Jou, 
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opulent among yon. beheld 
and felt for their iſtreſles.. Their Patents, confiraine#byBordiny, Cont 
them to ſome employment at a period of life when they had acquired 
little, or no. knowledge either of Goh or Religion. To earn a fmall 
pittance towards their ſupport, a cheerleſs and unremitted induſtry 
occupied fix days out of the ſeven: and the ſeventh-inſtead of being ob 
ſerved by them as a weekly return of reſt and publick worſhip, was 


but too conſtantly ſpent in profaneneſs and criminal diverſions — 
doubt not but many who hear this melancholy relation can but too 
well teſtify the truth of it. I not in your principal ſtreets (and it ' 
15 perhaps unneceſſary to make any exception) i in the ſurrounding 
walks and fields, your ears were frequently ſhocked with oaths, of the 
moſt dreadful nature, out of the mouths of almoſt babes and ſuck- 
lings! bo of Orphans whom your timely” care may fave from Ruin: a 
too certain conſequence of Ignorance and Depravity. Once wan- - 
| dering i in the. wilderneſs of Vice, «they were as Sheep not having * 
Shepherd.“ Miſchief marked their ſteps char Miſchief which years 
would have matured to a fatal growth! But now are h y "trained * 
up in the way they ſhould go;” are guided from darkneſs to the mar- 


vellous light of the Goſpel and directed eo the Shepherdand Biſhop | 
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+ Gnging: hats glory of Lebanon ſhall be given it, the excellen- 
7 Bu of Carmel and Sharon: whenthe wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the 
< lamb;-and the leopard lie down with. the kid; when we ſhall ſee 


B. W e of ne and theexcellency of our Gon? ve 


From 1 bleſſed means which theſe tnſtirutions afford of learning 
theird ty, ar >the Ee pe erſo ons who would reſtrain the riſing generation? 


vit poſſible c. 1 at Pa rem doomed to > Poverty, ſhould be thoſe per- 


fons 1 — Can the be fo loſt to o their c own intereſt, fo unnaturally, cruel 
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«« And firm foundations lay for brighter times; 
For chis, to God, are ſolemn praiſes giv'n, 
And cron of Orphans fend ir net nan 
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refuſed to ſend their children or apprentices to reap that chriſtian knowledge which theſe inſtitutions 
are intended to diſſeminate. With ſuch, ſince remonſtrances are found to be ineffeQual, it may not be 


unadviſable to try another expedient. They who have little idea of any thing beyond the confines | 


of this life muſt be won to a compliance in any meaſure, by ſomething eſſential to the comfort of 


W for their children, nn the reaſon gene- 
 raly 
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e char teig as to withhold them from 1 arid the 

Houſe of God !---Confider but for a moment, you who are ſuch pa- 
rents (if any ſuch be here) Conſider whether you can prevent your 
children from being made acquainted with their obligations to their 
Gon and Savioux without drawing down the vengeance of that Coo 
and the condemnation ofthat Savioux when he becomes your Judge! | 

When an opportunity is offered for having them inſtructed by the 
Charity of others, without any expence or trouble of your own : 

When the gates of Education, nay the gates of Heaven, are thrown - F 
open for your Children, will you cruelly forbid them to enter Are 


you not content with dooming them to miſery in this world but muſt 
you do all in your power to make them eternally miſerable 1 in the 
next ?---Strange unnatural Wickedneſs! Unparelleled degeneracy of: 
human nature! But remember, you cannot thus effect their ruin 
vithout plunging hugin into the ſame gulph: you cannot be cruel | 

to their ſouls without tormenting our oon; for there is a judgment 
annext to this enormous guilt, the thou ght only of which ſhould fill 
your minds hk horn, If your © children we themſelves vile and 
1 ou 


rally 3 * re W 1 11 a Rt ; 
rities which is at all times adopted in this humane neighbourhood) theſe neceſſaries may be afforded 
by means of a collection which might annually be made at Chureh and Chapel, aſter a 1 
bat purpoſe. 


| 1 reſtr ain them not, the Lorp will judge your houſe for ever z and 
your children ſhall live to conſume your eyes and to grieve your 
hearts". Some of them, perhaps (like thoſeof the negligent unhappy 
Parent on whom the above curſe was inflicted) *ſhall be cut off by 
an untimely and ignominious death | 
On the other hand, if you educate wen piouſly (or /uffer them to 
be educated) you will experience, both in this world and the next, 
Joys, which exceed your imagination as much as they ſurpaſs the 
powers of language to deſcribe them. Therefore let me hope that you 
will not only rejoice with gratitude to have your children taught by 
, the goodneſs ofothers; but thatyou will alſo teach them yourlelves by 
8 good example. What they learn at School and at Church, you will 
impreſs more deeply upon their minds at home by a virtuous condutt. 
You will let them ſee in you none of thoſe vices they are told to ſhun; 
and all thoſe virtues they are taught to imitate. ---In a word: you will, 
I truſt, make them good Chriſtians, by being good Chriſtians yourſ hoes: 


: you will advance your own happineſs as well as theirs, by leading them 


in the paths of thy Goſpel, which are, indeed, the paths to heaven. 


| From this Inſtitution (the i importance of which muſt apologize for 
nns me ſo eg) I proceed to ieee vrhich bas almoſt anequal 
; +? Sos Eadie heh Chain 


1 Ny 9 
990 a0 g e een ie 228 24.29% Gelbes 2525 Cνν e 


e and ſupport, Tn wha: relates kale qoly. 


ON — 

bart of my audience is concerned: but yet ſuch a 
AE x ws 2 Oceans 31 T au but yet ſich a par that deſpeir 
not of m6 1 their A, 255 A, Seer at a completion of mL 


*.. ITY E 1 2 


1 * i 8 
4 I a * * * 
Fa n 4% 1 . D's * 1 
a 29 : n 4 . 22 


When Affluence i is beſtowed bra a kind Weben 85 ee 


ba * a £1 2 — 841 0 * Aus. 14: 111 440 2 u 


eninently diſtin guiſhed for Benevolence, to their, b boſo on an adys 


Sh 10 15 n 22434 4954 ? £2 SL ak. 4 Soi bf 


in _ cauſe of Charity, will ſeldom plead i in vain, V, T Ya Res | 62 


4 > 44 ILL £ S.* 54 118 L135 4 4 Ws 442. 141931 £ G4 IO 5 


gueſt introduced by Nature, to reſide till th the Spiri t which | ſhe : actuates. 
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He in the F emale mind t bei wens 
| [7 $4 4 OL pd 85 F Beauty where it meets her, 
and ſupplies her where he is not,” She ever gives that Grenity which 3 

reſults from conſcious. Rectitude, laying im the 
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uri of the Soul. In all coun s, and in 
purity of the Soul. In al counties, and in al ages, have Women ben 


ſign alized by this lovely Virtue. From Pharao = Deg 8 | 
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„Ia their boſoms, TR 18 . eee eee 
tues of humanity, and endearing — from which the chief comforts of life origi- 
nate. Formed by Nature, perhaps, for entering into the joys and griefs of others, with a more 
«. exquiſite ON OR Oo? PAR them the 5 tribute of a tear whenerfly | 
7 ds or misfortune calls for i it. 
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examples i needleſs bre Shes i on the preſent occa- 


fion: :fuch examples have only their uſe, when theexcellent Virtue they 
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enforce is, to an \andience, own, Tattempt.not to inſpire; it. Tie 
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attempt is unneceſſ 7. It is only for me to point o out 6 my fair Hear- | 


52 


ers a proper opportunity for indulging it. 


be inflitution that is founded on Humanity; ; that 3 is calculate 


to promote an ſpread ab abroad the ſpirit 8 2 and virtue, of friend- 
wane, #2: 


** 


ſhipandu unanimity: chat 18 intended to raiſe the drooping head of fick- | 


nies; to fmooth the pillow of affiffion, a and to lighten the bur den of 
human Miſery—-hath certainly: a claim to our - ncereſt good wiſhes 
Such an inſtitution, formed by that Sex which is of fo much i impor- 
tie in Society; 5 ; which was the «laſt beſt gift” . of the Almighty to alle. 
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viate the cares, and to heighten the Vleſſings of human life :-——-ſuch a 
in inftitution aper feeure in its wien the Benevolent and the 
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nour n the G cler 2 that bl l. ſhould thoſe of t the other be neg- 
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lefted?” Why ſhould they! who are mot in need of aſſiſtancere receive the 
lealt? Tender, as they: are, * nature, and —__ toendure the blaſts 


of Nisfortune : : liable, as they are, bo. the diſconſolate ſtate of Widow. 
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R everyendeavour to provide a 
| bllum for thoſ wore ought toreeinethe arm ſupport of every gene 
rous mind, 


This ſupport, I truſt, the Female Societiese will receive from n 
of that ſex near this place, as eminent for their virtues, as for their abil:- 
ty to aid the cauſe, Let me, my amiable Friends, let nie indulge che 
pleaſing hope, that you willaſſiſt them with your benefactions, and give 
them that ſanction in me eye of the world to which their Soodi intentions 
are entitled. To accompliſh this hope, Inecd not remind you that the | 
inftitation i 18 N to o Keep! _y of Fyour ſex from the wretched 

hens clan 


. W as \ hating now condutted . Hun ee 
they are rather ſubverſive of Good than calculated to produce it. They are certainly injurious to 
Virtue, The frequent Meetings &. of Women at Public-Houſes (which induce them-to ſpend 
perhaps, what they can but very ill ſpare, and expoſe them to inſult from an abandoned part of 
the other Sex). are as repugnant to Degency as to the end they are meant to anſwer. Therefore 
they who have the Welfare or the Dignity of their Sex at heart, will, I W's hy unite their 

Eadeavours to introduce W nnn + Jo 


+ The epithet would ſcem rather paradoxicd, if it had a an Aka thoſe bible receptactes 
which, in many places, are not much preferable to priſons. Inſtead of being aſylums in the Fre- 
per ſenſe of the expreſſion, where Penury and Misfortane might find a reſuge from their cares 
in many Pariſhes, Cruelty, and **the inſolenee of Office” add bitterneſs to affliction. Not to com- 

ment on the inhumanity of what is termed farming Workhouſes (Which is but another phraſe for 
grinding. the faces of the poor 27 ) abuſes are ſufficiently numerous to call for regulation. 
Waile the truly excellent VIs1TOo oy Puisons is engaged in the cauſe of one miſerable part of 
his fellow creatures, another (the infirm and aged Captives of parochial Workhouſes) ſtrongly io. 
leits a /imelar Friend-of Humanity to reapa Gmilar reward----that of his own feelings. 
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Let me intreat you then (andi it is oneof * lat fxvoursTTHall requeſt 1 
in this place) let me intreat you.-Af, in theſe inſtitutions there be any 
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virtu, a il there be any pri anke e 4 10 
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Thus have I preſumed to recommend to your prote ion rio \ Inf 
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e both excellent in their nature and fi ul in their aim. Each 
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has, for its objef, the HAPPINESS OF MANKIND : each! is admirably a- 


dapted to ſmooth Life s thorny way, and toimplantin the human mind 
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intention to devote to the principle of Ohrift! ; 
great meaſure, ſaj perſeded I by tha worthy Paſtor whom" Cheilbhath(et 
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the moſt amiable affections Part of nee 8 VT nie, it) RM. ny. 


* « Ye qprightly Nymphs, by, Fortune _ 
© Who ſport in Joys unclonded air, . 
2206 N 
« In ruin on the humble Fair; 
« Ye know not to what bitter ſmart 
A kindred form, a kindred heart, 215 FEES 
« I; often doom'd, in Life's al!!! teat He's 
« Where frantic fears the ſimple mind afſail, *. | ; . 
And fierce afflictions preſs and Tſe and. ae Fx | 
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N derived from the evor-bloſied; Gesel. dann 

are to baker, add what to ract; [i chore ton plainhy by fanth teh 

rſtood, FarrnandHoummzavarethetFunitodby Ges Gop Himſelf: 
itho nate Lex Paich produce. 


* his graci l | 
lerit and Deatl of your dee 
and unprofitable. * Morali ity of itſelf, ” ſays the good Biſhop Wilſon, 
© makes not a Chriſtian, though no one can be a Chriſtian without 

it: Faith muſt change moral Virtues i into o Chriſtian Graces. 9 85 


ble dependence on the; 


to diſturb you while you live a8 vil be happy K 

Goſpel ĩs the fountain from whence I have drawn the water for my 
"OY If it has rere and ſtrengthened the Penitent: * if it has 
| « relieved and ſatisfied the affited ſoul: i. by ts means, Thave con. 
verted but one Sinner from the error of his ways -L an more than re- 


compenſed; 1 rejoice in gratitude to God that my « preaching has not 
been 3 in vain, lf 1 have given that ſatisfaction i in the diſtharge of 


my duty which my heart has ever aimed at---I alehidethe taufe t 
Gop and to your Goodneſs: to Gop for“ * the ability which he cd 5 
and to your Goodneſs in pardoning my failings and imperfections. 
For ſuch as are the uſual attendants of Vouth, or human nature 


your Candour will induce you to make proper allowances: and, for 
any-others-—-as 1 forgive, I hope to be forgiven. 


But this is not all the Goodneſs I have to thank you for. I feel a 
Debt bere too vaſt for words to diſcharge: 4 deep ſenſe of Favours 
| unmerited—Favours innumerable Nor have I only to be thankful 


47 690 
my confluent unf. 2 6d projers for your 


Before I conchade, 1 could wiſh to addreſs mykelf more se to 
| you all; but Time vin not permit. —T you, my young Friends 11 have | 
lately been frequent in my exhortations; ; being perfuaded that, to re- | 
form mankind, 2 we muſt begin at the beginning ” Thoſe duties which 1 
haue endeavoured to inculcate, I hope you will practice to the day of | 
your death. One more let me now particularize, which ( if you per- 
form it properly) will enſure a a performance of all the reſt I mean, 


THE FREQUENT RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SACRAMENT. Be virtuous, 


and you will, at all times, 0 be meet partakers.” Fear Gop, an d 
keep his commandmerts, and be not afraid to approach Ils ſac 
Alter: be not afraid * to acknowledge His r "Fa eming” Le 7 


F% 


boundleſs Mercy. —--Oh! that your hearts, ad the 8 * Arts 
who hear me, were unanimous inembracing the, opportunity Ane 1 
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